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What do you see before you? 
 
A coat.  And this is a special coat.  It is like a vestment, the type of coat worn by 
a holy person, such as a shaman, priest, or pastor when conducting a sacred 
ritual.  The artist chose this ancient form of a coat to create the idea of “the 
sacred.”  To him, the coat represents our sacred relationship with the land and 
the sky and the passage of time.  The artist grew up on a farm in Indiana and 
knew the importance of the soil and the sky to raising crops and animals. 
 Without good soil, the farmer cannot grow crops.  Without rain from the passing 
clouds, the crops cannot not grow.   
 
Just as the coat is a symbol of the sacred, the artist has used other symbols to 
pay homage to farming and the natural beauty of the landscape 
 
What is at the base of the coat?  Mud from the farm the artist grew up and 
worked on.  From the mud grows the grass that feeds the sheep that provide 
wool, of which this coat is made.  From the soil grows the plant called flax, from 
which linen is made. From the soil grow food crops, which feed the farmer’s 
family and, perhaps others. 
 
The red threads in the coat are made of linen.  Red is a color of great 
significance.  What do you think of when you see this color?  The color of blood, 
the color which means life is present - the life of the farmer who works hard tilling 
the soil, reaping the crops, tending the animals.  Red is used by artists as a 
symbol of determination, courage, vigor and strength - all traits necessary in 
farming.  In some cultures red is a symbol of good luck, something the farmer 
certainly needs.  Without the luck of good rain and lack of crop destroying 
insects, the farmer will not succeed. 
 
Do you see all the little bags attached to the coat?  Each is filled with dirt the 
artist collected while traveling to various counties in Indiana and to other places. 
 He boiled each bag to kill germs in the soil - thus purifying the soil before 
attaching it to this sacred coat.  The differing shades of the bags come from the 
variety of minerals in the soil in different locations.  Why do you think the artist 
attached soil to the coat?  One idea is that, as a farmer, he has great reverence 
for soil because it is one of the main ingredients in the production of food, which 
sustains life. The little bags also provide substance and texture to the coat. 
 
What else do you notice?  Watches.  Why do you think the artist adorned his 
sacred coat with so many watches?  For one thing, the make the coat more 
beautiful, like jewelry makes an outfit more beautiful.  Do you think the artist 



adorned this spiritual object with silver the way nature adorns plants with morning 
dew?  What is the function of a watch?  To mark the passage of time.  What is 
symbolic about the passage of time in farming?  It takes time to plow the land, to 
plant the seeds, to hoe the weeds, to reap the crop, to store the crop.  It takes 
time for the plants to grow, just as it takes time for each of us to from from babies 
into adults.  We are changing all the time.  What else changes all the time?  The 
sky.  Stand and look at the sky.  It is a drama.  Clouds of different shapes, sizes 
and colors travel across the sky.  Some bring rain, something sacred to the 
farmer and as important to life as blood.  What do you notice about some of the 
watches?  Yes, they have clouds painted on them.  The artists honors clouds as 
sacred bringers of rain.  And why do you think the artist suspended some of the 
watches away from the coat by strands of the blood red linen thread?  One idea 
could be that wanted to extend the power of the coat to a larger area, just as the 
sky covers a large area; another is that the shiny watches attract the energy of 
the sun and channel it back to the sacred coat, which represents our spiritual 
connection to the land.  For without the sun, the crops can’t grow. 
 
Now look at the installation as a whole.  It is very beautiful, just as nature and the 
landscape are very beautiful.  Can you see how the artist has celebrated the 
earth, the sky and the passage of time?  
 
	  


