
Collections Committee Meeting 
 
June 1, 2018 
 
Present:  Lorie Amick, Kathryn Clark, Michael Crowthers, Sheri Helmkamp, Linda Martin, Bruno Moser, 
Kendall Smith, Mona Berg   
Absent: Jeanne Verville 
 
A meeting of the Collections Committee was hastily called for June 1, to discuss the purchase of a piece 
of Tuck Langland's sculpture for the permanent collection.  The haste was necessitated because the 
officers of the Art League were meeting on June 5, and Kendall needed a definite decision about the 
potential acquisition before asking the Art League to be the lead donor on the purchase. 
 
Mona handed each member a copy of a list, prepared by the committee in 2009, of artists deemed 
collectible for the next 100 years.  Then she read a section of the Collections Policy which stated that 
works for purchase must come through the recommendation of the Executive Director, in consultation 
with the Museum Curator, and the approval of the Collections Committee.  
 
Mona stated that the only business of the committee today is to vote on the acceptance of Tuck 
Langland's "Meditation," a gift from the artist, and to vote on whether to purchase "Resting Dancer" for the 
permanent collection.  Those present voted unanimously to accept "Meditation."  A discussion on the 
merits of the "Resting Dancer" then followed.  Six committee members had emailed Yes votes to 
Mona.  Two had voted no.  Kathryn preferred the standing, clothed dancer and Lorie didn't care for the 
head and face of "Resting Dancer."  Michael related the story, as told to him by Mr. Langland, of how the 
piece came to be.  Kendall discussed two funding sources already in place totaling $13,000 and 
explained that if the Art League were to commit the requested $10,000, then $13,000 would still need to 
be raised.  The museum’s purchase price, with the 30% gallery discount, will be $33,600 and $2,400 
additional will be needed for installation, making the total $26,000.  The discussion was lively but 
remained cordial. 
 
The group then went outside to the Museum entrance where Kendall and Michael talked about where the 
sculpture would be placed.  Linda Martin and Lorie Amick, who had been undecided, added their yes 
votes to the other six, and a unanimous vote was taken on using $6,000 from the Grace Endowment 
toward the acquisition of "Resting Dancer."  
 
On June 5 Kendall learned that Stephanie Funcheon, the liaison between the Art League and the 
Collections Committee didn't' see his email announcing the committee vote, Jeanne Verville said she 
hadn't heard about the Collections Committee meeting, and Kathy Busch, who was in the gallery during 
our discussion, reinterpreted it for the Art League, and thus, no action was taken at their June 5 meeting.  
 
Respectfully, 
Sheri Helmkamp 
	


