
 
COLLECTIONS COMMITEE MINUTES 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 
 

Present:  Tom Adler, Mona Berg, Kathryn Clark, Michael Crowthers, Sheri Helmkamp, Bruno Moser, Jim Sondgeroth, 
Kendall Smith 
 
The committee considered purchase of a watercolor by Dorothy Eisenbach, offered by Eckert &Ross 
Gallery.  Following an affirmative vote, it was learned that the painting had already sold.  
  
Michael noted that no further action has been taken regarding purchase of a painting by Jim Miller. 
 
Kendall reported that Craig Hartenberger has offered the Museum a Nina Hole ceramic sculpture for $3500.  It is a 
small piece, Boat House, reminiscent of a large work owned by Purdue that was fired posthumously by the artist’s 
studio crew. The vote to purchase the piece was unanimous. 
 
Michael related an ongoing conversation with a Chicago gallery owner who is interested in showing our Baber 
paintings, but with works for sale.  The committee members agreed with Michael that we need to assess which works 
need conservation, which we want to keep and which we might be willing to sell.  This process will take some time. 
 
Mona explained that an impromptu collections meeting was held with members present at the January 17th 
exhibitions committee meeting, to decide on purchase of a work from the Bing Davis exhibit. Initially a purchase of the 
diptych, Ancestral Spirit Dance, and the sculpture, Middle Passage Remembrance was voted.  However, it was 
subsequently learned that Mr. Davis’s pastels were selling at auction considerably lower that the prices he was 
asking in the exhibit, so we purchased only the sculpture.  Additionally, we voted to accept Purdy Eaton’s gifts of two 
photographs, American Habitat 5 and American Habitat 3. 
 
Mona reminded the committee that it is supposed to come up with a five-year plan, and also needs to study the 
Collections Management Policy for possible revisions and consider adding to the list of artists for the next 
century.  Kendall mentioned that the painting, Adirondack Artistry, was much admired by those hanging the current 
exhibit in Shook Gallery and the committee should consider its purchase.  The affirmative vote was unanimous.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 24, at 4 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


