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Mission: To celebrate the power of art to inspire, instruct, challenge and build community through collections, 

exhibitions, events, educational and cultural programs. 

 

A 501c-3 not-for-profit organization, the Art Museum of Greater Lafayette has been privately funded since its 

founding in 1909, providing arts opportunities in this community for over a century. The Art Museum 

commitment is three-fold: 1. the collection, exhibition, conservation, and interpretation of our collection of 

American art; 2. art education; 3. bringing exhibitions of national and regional art to our community. 

Our museum is the only museum accredited by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM) in Northwest 

Indiana, a distinction awarded to less than 5% of all museums accredited in the United States.  As such, we are 

required comply with the alliance’s best standards and practices for museums.  We have been accredited since 

1982 and are required apply for renewal every fifteen years with a rigorous self-evaluation and a peer review 

site visit. Our most recent reaccreditation was granted in November 2009, during the Art Museum’s Centennial 

year. Reaccreditation is a two-year process involving all board members and staff and will begin again in 2022. 

The corporation’s board of directors governs Art Museum policies, facilities and programs and employs the 

Executive Director.  The Art Museum of Greater Lafayette serves Tippecanoe County and thirteen surrounding 

counties in Indiana. Our substantive collections, thought-provoking exhibitions, and dynamic programs enrich 

the lives of families throughout the region. The Museum encourages diversity in art appreciation and artistic 

expression by opening its doors, classes, and exhibitions to people of all ages, colors, races, ethnic backgrounds, 

national origins, religious beliefs, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, 

and/or veteran status. 

Permanent Collection: The AAM Code of Ethics notes that the common denominator for museums is making a 

"unique contribution to the public by collecting, preserving, and interpreting the things of this world."  The Art 

Museum’s permanent art collection of over 1,300 objects remains our most valuable asset.  Based on 

recommendations by the Museum Curator and the Executive Director, the Collections Committee makes 

decisions on works to officially add to the collection.  The governing board must approve any works to be de-

accessioned after recommendation by the committee, the Curator and the Executive Director.  The Louis A. 

Weil Jr. Gallery exhibits permanent collection works with semiannual thematic changes.  Recent acquisitions 

are featured in the Connie and Richard Grace Foyer.  Art Museum works are occasionally loaned for exhibition 

at other accredited museums throughout the United States, but are not available for loan to individuals, 

businesses or organizations without approved environmental controls and security systems. 

 

Education and Interpretation: Art Museum gallery talks, workshops, and art classes serve children, teens and 

adults.  Docent-led tours, by a team of volunteers, enhance visits by students and other groups. Purdue 

University and Ivy Tech Community College students use the Permanent Collection as a resource for Art 

Appreciation classes and other research projects.  ArtSmart: Indiana is a fourth grade, state-approved online 

curriculum for teaching the history of Indiana through important historical works of art. This free program was 

conceived at our museum in the 1980’s and was originally written by Susan O. Chavers.  In partnership with the 

Indianapolis Children’s Museum and the Purdue University Department of Educational Technology, supported 

by grants from the Community Foundation of Greater Lafayette, NCHS, the McAllister Foundation the Institute 

of Museum and Library Services and private gifts, we present statewide teacher’s workshops to give them the 

tools for using our free web-based program in their classrooms.  ArtSmart: Indiana is approved by the State of 

Indiana for use in the fourth-grade social studies curriculum.  The Indiana Bicentennial Commission designated 

ArtSmart: Indiana an official Legacy Project in 2014.  Since the founding of Lafayette School Corporation’s 

Oakland High School, in 2011, the Art Museum has been a community partner, providing students with art 

classes and workshops. 

Exhibitions and Galleries:  Exhibitions are made possible through sponsorships by businesses, individuals and 

http://aam-us.org/museumresources/ethics/coe.cfm


organizations. The Art Museum presents changing exhibitions to the public several times each year in each of 

five galleries: The East Gallery, McDonald Gallery, Weil Gallery, Mickey Shook Gallery and Eggleston Gallery 

(museum student’s work). The exhibits maintain a focus on Indiana art, regional artists, African American 

culture, works from area private art collectors and occasional national shows. 2019 is the 40th year of New 

Artists, a juried high school artwork exhibit from our region and is sponsored and organized by the Art League. 

In addition to the gallery exhibits, our museum initiates outdoor public art projects such as this 2015’s Lions and 
Tigers and BEARS oh my! to bring art to the streets of our community.  All galleries, classrooms, and the 

Museum Shop are accessible and open FREE to the public daily, 11 AM to 4 PM. 

 

Membership and Support:  The Art Museum of Greater Lafayette receives no public support and relies on 

contributions and gifts from members.  Membership provides 23% of our annual operating support.  

Membership annual fees begin at $20 for students, $40 for individuals and $60 for families.  Friend membership 

($120) offers free admission to over one thousand American museums.  Levels of membership include: 

Advocate $250; Patron $500; Second Century Club $1,000; and Founders Circle $5,000.  Business 

memberships begin at $250.  The Second Century Club was founded in 2013 and has swelled to over one 

hundred members. 
 

Special Events:  The Art Museum hosts special events each year.  The budget for 2017/2018 forecasts 22% of 

our income from events.  Our Special Events Committee members create and execute these events, which are 

vital to our operations.  Started in 2010, the museum’s signature fundraiser is the annual Heart of Art wine 

dinner and auction, held on a Friday near Valentine’s Day.  Over $70,000 in net income has been raised each of 

the last five years with this event.  We offer free musical performances in our Friday Night Live series with 

emerging artists on the last Friday of each month, thanks to corporate sponsorship.  Tours to other cities, 

focused on the arts, are organized twice per year. Held outdoors, Art, Bark and Brew, began in 2018 and features 

booths by canine service sponsors to offer dog-lovers a fine-arts experience. 

 

Museum Shop: The Museum Shop features unique works of art by artists who have work in our Permanent 

Collection, are members of our teaching faculty, or who are currently being exhibited in the galleries. All items 

in the shop are sold on consignment with a 30% margin for the Art Museum. The shop is operated by a part-time 

manager and is open during museum hours. 

 

Event Space Rental: In 2018, the board approved plans to offer the Shook Gallery for rental.  Fees include an 

hourly rate, labor cost and security.  Hourly rental rates are waived for members of the 2nd Century Club, Patron 

members, Business members and non-profit organizations for one annual use. 

Lafayette Art Association Foundation, Inc.:  A 509 (a)(3) Type 1 not-for-profit supporting organization to the 

Art Museum of Greater Lafayette, was founded in 1982 to provide financial operating support for the Art 

Museum.  The Foundation is governed by a board of directors, which meets quarterly.  Their mission: The 

Foundation exists solely to provide financial support and assistance to the Art Museum of Greater Lafayette.  To 
that end, the Foundation will receive and acquire assets for the benefit of the Art Museum and will manage and 

invest the same for preservation, growth and income production.  It is the goal of the Foundation to maximize 
the long-term financial support of the Art Museum of Greater Lafayette.  Annual distribution of funds to the Art 

Museum is calculated as 3 to 5% of a three-year trailing average asset balance.  At the end of fiscal year 

2017/2018, the foundation had assets of approximately $1.5 million and has distributed $500,00 to the museum 

over the past ten years. 

Art League: Founded in 1965, the Art League currently has over 250 members who are also paid members of 

the Art Museum.  The league has monthly luncheon programs at the Art Museum, with guest speakers and they 

present an annual Spring Fashion Show fundraising event. The Art League operates under the umbrella of the 

Art Museum’s 501c-3 not-for-profit status and is governed by a board of directors.  They give annual gifts to the 

Art Museum, purchase works for the museum’s Permanent Collection, provide student scholarships, organize 

and sponsor the annual New Artists high school art exhibit and support community public art projects. Their 

mission: The Art League supports educational and fund-raising activities, exhibitions, acquisitions and 

programs of the Art Museum of Greater Lafayette.  The Art League provides members with the opportunity for 

individual, creative and artistic experiences and fosters art and artists in the community. 


