
COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Thursday, November 2, 2017 

 
Present:  Lorie Amick, Mona Berg, Kathryn Clark, Michael Crowthers, Sheri Helmkamp, Linda Martin, Bruno Moser, 
Kendall Smith, Jeanne Verville 
 
Mona introduced two new members to the collections committee, Linda Martin and Jeanne Verville.   
 
Michael reviewed his proposal to expand collection storage by closing off the north el of McDonald gallery and 
removing the non-load bearing wall between it and the collection storage room.  He announced that his plan has 
been approved by the Board and construction will be accomplished with the least amount of disruption to scheduled 
exhibits.  For this reason, decisions of accessioning recent gifts—the Davenport collection of Inuit prints and the 
Boehning collection of Indiana art— will be postponed until the addition is completed. 
 
For the benefit of the new members, Mona discussed how the Museum, noted for its collection of Indiana art, comes 
to own Inuit, Mexican, and Native American art, citing the collecting criteria outlined in the Museum’s Collection 
Policy, and the Museum’s adherence to procedures and practices sanctioned by the American Association of 
Museums.  Excerpts from the Association of Art Museum Directors Professional Practices in Art Museums regarding 
collections were passed out.  Since the Museum’s Collection Policy is undergoing revision, a discussion on copyright 
law and the need to revisit the section on photography ensued.  Several members requested a complete copy 
of Professional Practices in Art Museums and the American Association of Museums National Standards and Best 
Practices for US Museums. 
 
Mona announced that the next exhibit drawn from the permanent collection is Bridging Borders.  It opens December 
15 and will feature Inuit, Mexican, and Native American art, as well as works by artists from other cultures and works 
by American artists about other cultures. 
 
Kendall explained that Ron Burgess is retiring from teaching at the Museum and he has invited the committee 
members to visit his studio.  The date of November 15 at 2 p.m. was agreed upon. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 4 at 3 p.m. 

 

 


